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LABCR 1AW BENKFITS CITED

The emactiment of the Labor Law on the memoruble day of 24 June 19h5 was the
first guaranties of imp:oved working conditions and security of livelihood for
the ladoring massce In the northern half of the Republic. The Law has liberated
the workar~ from the semislavery conditions created by the Japanese who imposed
on the Korean workers 12 - 16 hours of daily drudgery at pitifully low wages.

The Law guarantees the social minimum for the workers. seta foirth special
protective provisions for Juvenile and female workers; stipulates various types
of social Insurance and ald; and recognizes individual and collective bargaining,
uniform wages, hours, work contracts, etc. All thoee factors huve beun enormovsly
inetrumental to the a*eady climb of economic, sosiml, and cultursl standards of
the labor in North Koraa.

To take cpecific examples from Bwenghse Province, average wages in 1947
rose to 112.68 percent of that of 1946. The average wage recorded for the firat
quarter of 1949 was ilk percent of that of 1948. Mometary wage increase was
angmented by an increase of real wages resultihg from the currency raform in
December 1947 which brought down “he price lovel considerably. The housing
problem was aleo solved, and the livelihcod of the werkers was stabilized.

. Many people have been benefited by the social welfare service. In Hwanghae
Province alone, the records up to the end of May 1949 show that 673,293

peraons received fres medical care, 211,856 received permanent relief allowances,
and 407,631 received temporary relief allowances Also, 380 women workers
received maternity allowances,?,795 received funeral allowances, 106 received the
tubercular patient allovanceq,hOB received survivor's pensicns, 418 entered free
hospitals, 1,122 entered sanitariume, and 4,480 entered rest homes.

Over 20 clubs were organized in Hwanghao Province for the promotion of
culture., These clubs parilodically spongor art exhibitions, concerts. dramas,
and conduct Jessions for music, motion plcture, and literature appreciation in
work shops. ZPhysical education is promoted among the workera. Attempt are
congtantly made ‘o popularize the technicrnl training schoole and adult sducation
schrols.
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